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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

AN ADDRESS

To the officers and members of the
Chuarch of Jeens Christ of Latter-
day Sainte:

Dear Brethten and Slstere—It has
besn a practice i the Oburch of Jeeus
Chirist of Lintier-day Saints, sanctioned
by the word of the Liord, to fast and
pray, and in this mapner to =eek for
that falth which Balintes sbonld posaese,
and obtaio that spirit of humily
which we ale commanded to culilvate,

Bhortly after the arrival of the people
in the valley nf the Great Balt Liske,
Lthe first Thureday in each month was
pet apart as s day of fasting and
prayer. The members of the Church
werle enjolned to bLring on that day
their contributions for the relief and
suslevnancs of Lthe poor, and band them
to the Bisbop of the ward.

At the time of the ndoptlon of this
regulation it wae very convenlent for
ihe people generally to meet together
in thelr places of worehip on that day.
The couditisne were such that they,
btelng of one falth, employers and em-
ployed, vould Jeave 1hety labor snd
devole a lew hours to the worehlp of
the Lord.

Por mrny yeats these meelinge were
well attended, and they weure pf a
meost interestlng character, and were a
comfort and a strength to all who
shared In them, as it wae the practice
for persons of both eexes to benr their
testimony and lake active part in (hem
in eacti ward under the direction of the
bishoprie.

Asthe years rolled by, conditioce
changed, and it became more difficult
for the people gecerally, and especlally
those in eteady employment, to attend
these meetioge, untll st the present
time they have dwindled to such an
oxtent thatl comparatively few bhave the
opportunity of attending them. Thurs-
day as a Jay of fastlng and prayer in
tbe Church no lIonger serves
the ohject for whioh it was 1ntended.

. Our attention bee heen galled to thia

enbjept, and after mature deliberation,

it hae heen decided to cbange the day
that bas beretofore been devoted Lo
thie purpose. Inetead of the custom-
ary assemblages in the varlous warde
throughout Zlon on the Arst Thureday
in ench mouth, we have concladed to
set apart the firet Bunday In every

‘month as the day for the regular fast

mesting.

Hereafler, therefore, we desire the
Liutter-day Salots, under twoe direction
of the Presidente of Blakes apd the
Blehops, 1o meet In thelr several places

of worebip on the afternoon of the flret
Bunday In each month, whenever it
can he done coovenlently, and devote
the meeting to the administration of
the S8acrament, to the hearing of testi.
wouy by the members of the Churoh,
to the hiessing of children and the con-
firming of members o the Church,
a such otbher eervices as have
ususally been atiended tu at such meet-
inge. We fee} asenired that excellent re-
sulte will follow the givicg of memhers
of the Church an opportonity to bear
their testiwnony to esch other and to
seek for Lhe gifts which the Lotd hse
promlesd to thoss who keep Hlis com-
mand ments.

Onre ghould aleo- be taken on snch
pcoasions to eee that the wants of the
poor are relleved by the contributlons
of the Salpts in their buwbalf, that no
cry of the.indigent or suffering ehall
arise {rom our land in the ears of the
Lord of Babaoth,

In Balt Lake Olty, Instead of the
people meeting in the Taberpagle on
the afterunon of the flrst Bunday in
esch month, we have goncluded that ft
will be better for that servige to be
dlepensed with, ahd for the Latter«iay
Bainte to meet in their several warde
ob that afternoon, eo as to give all the
members of the ward, including tbe
aged and Infirm, and others who are
unable to go to the Tebernagle, an op-
portunity to participate in the [fastl
meeting aod sbhare In the bleeslnge of
the oconeion. In olher Btakes where
general mesetings are held asin thie
city, weauggest that they aleo be die-
peveged with on the flret Bunday of
each month, and that the Bajuts meet
in their plages of worship in the eev-
eral wards.

In some plages the gustom han nrisen
to consider it a fasl to omitl eating
breakfast. This 1e Dot 10 accordance
with the views and pragtice of the
pael. When fasls were ohserved Ip
the early days, it waes the rule to not
partake of food from the previolie
day uaotil after the meetlng in Lhe
afternoon of the fasi day. In maklng
donatioua to the poor aleo it bLas been
the ynderstanding that the food that
would he necespary for Lhe two meals
should be donated to the poor. and as
much more ae those who are liberally
inclioed and have the means may fee)
Jdleposed to glve.

In giving thia coupsel to the Ohurch
upon this suhject, we inoluds sll tbe
missions where the Eidera ale
laboring, elther in tbe United Btatee
or in {foreign land=. We think
this arrangement will suit the

coovenience and pirpumetances of
all the Latter.day Baliple througbout
the wotld, and we would like it to be
obeerved by ull the organized btanches
ofthe Church In every land, so that
our fasting and praying may he ani-
form and the time bs underatood by
all.’

Before cloering lhis address to the
Balnts, we [feel Jed to esay (hat
il there should he eickness of any
evll reeling upon or threatening
the people, these meetings furniesh an
excellent opportunity te briog eoch
sfflictione snd trouhles hefore the Liord,
By approachiog Him 1n the spirit of
bomility and unlop, we can suppii-
cate Him to remove these siflle-
tions or evila from the Judividuale
or fromy the people, Ouoar past ex-
periencs fhas proved to us how will-
ing our Fatber in Heaven 18 to
hear our eriee in the hours
of extreaity and difficulty,
when we approach Him in s proper
spirit and with _proper !faith. He is
quick lo bear the cries of His people,
and He bas promised us that 1f we wiil
draw pear unto Him, He wili draw
near unio us. Buch oocarione as theae,
thersfore, ought to be taken advantage
of hythe sfflligted, whether in an in-
dlvidusl or 1p a collective capacity.

With conetant prayere for your wel-
fare snd happinees and the prosperity
of the work of God,

We are your brethreg,
WiILFoRD WOODRUFF,
GEORGE Q. QANNON,
JosgrH F. EmitH.

Firet I'reaidency.

DIVINE GUIDsANCE.

Thoee who have receivel the splrit
of the Gospel in this dispeneation have
a high appreciation of the faot that the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter.day
Baints hes been organized by divine
guldauace, not only In the inception ot
the work of inatituting the Ohurch at
the outeet of ite career In the fulloess
of times, but aleo for ile pootinucus

operation as & Church and Iin wevery
branch or department thereul. For
ihe perfection of Church work
the Lozd alwaye bag bad

among a people whom He recognized
s JHis thoee whom He designated and
bopored as Hieservanis. In evety de-
partment of His work those whom He
called snd commissioned possessed the
authority or keys lo operate In that de-

pertment.
Ar the presiding officer ol the
Church in the early Christian ers,

Peler bad committed to him tbe keye
of the kingdom of heaven, being asso-
clated In his quorum with those two
other A poelles, James and Jobn, who
pattook of the experience upon Lhe
mount of trapefiguration. There of=
ficers acled by virtue of the usuthority
conferred upon them. Asin the cape
of the remurk of the Savior to the
chief Apostle, Peler, the latler was



