AFFAIRS IN FRANCE.

THE dispatches from Parls state that
great excitement prevailed in that city
on the 13th inst., owing to the eircula-
tlon of a report that President Carnot
wasshot. Though tbe report proved
untrue, yet there was tfoundation for
it. While the Preeident was engaged
iotaking a ceremonial part in the open-
ing of a new thoroughiare, n wild-
oyed man rushed up to his carriage
and discharged a pisto] at him, =aying
‘‘there are more bastiles to be de-
molished.?’? The would-be assassin
proved to be an escaped lunatic from
one of the asylums, However, he
natrowly escaped becoming a victim
to f)opu]ar diaplensure.

President (arnot recently made a
journey through the Freuch provinces,
and was well received everywhere.
The enthusiaem with which he was re-.
celved, even in old reactionary centers,
is noted as oune of the most significant
events since the establishment of the
third Freoch republio. The signiti-
cance lies not entirely ino the fact
that Carnot is personally popular, but
that at last France as a nation
acoepts the republic. The clerieal
party has always manlﬁ:sted outspoken
hostility to the republican rule, but on
this occasion it received Carpot as
warmly as Jdid the other parties. Per.

.baps this may be attributed to the
change which has taken place at the
Vatican during tbe past year in rela-
tlon to democracy nnd popular govern-
-ment.

The present French ministry haa
been in office aince March, 1890, It ia
the strongest France has had in along
time. The .men composing it are
among the ablest statesmen of Europe.
Freycinet ia premier nnd war minijs-
ter, Constans, minister of the interior,
Ribot, foreign nffairs, Bouvier Apane
ces, while Ives Guyot, Fallieres, Jules
Roche and Admiral Barbey hold also
cabinet positions. But itis iu tbe im.
proved condition of domestic politics
that France at present shows such a
resssuring attitude in European affairs.
Germany cnorot ignore the fact. And
if, as it is reported, that Germany
and Englaod have entered
intc an offeosive and defensive
alllance, perbaps, the tinie 18 not far
digiant when frapce will test the
stability of the compact. Indeed, the
report is nlrendy In ¢irculation that
Eugland will be asked to evacuate
Egygpt. In the latter country John
Bull’s interests are two extended Lo
ieave except by force.

The men at the head of affajrs in
Frapce, will not make the demand
nnless there is something more than
sentiment behind it. Everything

THE PESERET WEEKI.Y.

points to the beljef that Rueslia and
France are and will be allies. But as
to Germany and England, it will take
something more than a banguet par-
taken of by the Empercr and his uncle
the Prince of Wales, to signify an
alliance.

Spealing of the bastile, the memory
of which the madman who fired at
Cnroot yesterday has revived, today is
the anniversary of the storming of that
infamous institutiou just 102 years
ago. What a horrible picture the
history of that time calls up. Paris
was given over to chace and deetruc-
tion. The French guards disobeyed
their officers. The mob ruled. The
dregs of humanity pillaged and
outrnged revelling im  drunken
fury at thelr own supremacy. The
gates of a monastery were broken
down. The llbraries, the palntings
and the soulpture of the interior were
destroyed. The governor of the bastile
surrendered to the mob, on condition
that no blood would be shed., Hie
name was Launy, He was afterwards
hacked to pieces. These were terrible
times in France. Yet some philoso-
phers contend that they were in a cer-
tain sense the threshold to better formms
of government in many countries.

The French revolution with all its
horrors led to the first enfranchisenient
of Jews in France, and Iater on, in ail
the countries of Eur-pe except Russia,
It 1s gratifylng to contrast the present
improved domesti¢ condition of mer-
curin! Gaul with its femrful history in
the past. ‘But if thia condition is relied
on in the matter of testing the strength
of a supposed alliance between two
powerful nvighbors, then indeed
France stands oo n chasm as danger.
ous as she did 102 years ago today.

L el e

INGALLS ON PATERNAL GOVERNMENT

Hon, Jonn J, INGALLS has been
paying his respecta to the principle of
paternal government. He says:

““We have now a new school of political
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stomach. That men who were dev
pending upon an act of congress pro-
vidiog them with cheap money from
the Unlted States treasury ss thelr
bope of prosperity and happiness,
should look upon n return of Ingalle as
an omen of no good to them, is clear
enough now, But we are ocurlous to
know how these people happened to
learn se much of Mr. Ingalls® senti-
ments. I[fhe had uttered such words
n8 these in the Senate they would have
caused no Amsazement smong the Re.
publicans of that body so prefound
that the world would have been made
'acqualnted with the fact at once.

We are very glad, nevertheless to
have Mr. Ingalls so express himself,
even ot this Inte period. The pringiple
as heexpresses it, of ‘‘the government
doing everything and the people doing
nothing,”” 1s not American. A per-
petual system of governmental super-
vision over the business and social
concerns of the people, beyond what is
necessary to malntaln its integrity as a
power of last resort, would be exceed-
ingly dangerpus to llberty. It is the
foundatlon of despotiam. The differ-
suce between the interference of a klug
with the private nnod personnl aflairs
of his pubjecte, and the perpetual med-
dling of a body ¢f people’s representa-
tives with private busiuees, is Dot
worth talking about, In effect the
one in tyranny just a8 mucb as the
other, nnd just a8 much subversive of
natural right.

The government that undertakes the
task of being ‘‘n father to its people,”
to the extent of paying thelir debtsand
improving their farms for them, would
be making a contract which it
could pot fulfll}, besldes running a
great risk of prostrating ite power and
influence with the large majority of its
citizens who cannot and weuld not if
they could receive an lota of the hene-
fits of such a princlple. The strength
of A free government must of neces-
sity depend directly upon a preponder-
ance of citlzens who are self-

Fhllosophy that is repudiating the Dec-
aration of Independence and ia en-
deavoring to overthrow the maxims of
Democracy, and to iusist that the race
shall not he for the swift nor the Lattle
to the strong; that the distinetion or-
dained by God among men shall be nn
obliterated statute, 8o that idleniess shall
bring the samo reward aa industry and
thrity; that the ignorant shall be as wise
as the learned; that. debts shall be paid
by acts of Congress; tbat money shall be
made as pleatiful as the autumn leives
of the forest; that taxation rhall be abol-
ished by State Legislatures, and that
pros;ls:n-ity shall be torcibiy distributed
cqually nmong all men.”

We c¢an now more clearly under-
stand how it was that the meution
of the name of Ingalls as sue-
cessor to himself in the United
States Henunte made every member of

the Kapsas Alliance turn faint at tbe

rellant and self suataining to the
fullest extent; whosv aelf-respect would
spurn the thought of pecuninry aid
from their government, ns promptly if
it came through the medium of special
legislatioy as they would if proffered
by the commissioner of the city poor
house.

Experience has proven that when a
government descends from jts original
derign of governing to the buainess of
jodiscriminate charities, or subsidies,
if you please, for every dollar distrib-
uted to worthy applicants, a hundred
will fall into the hands of a class of
cobpstitutional bummers, whose entire
talents and energies nre devoted to the
work of gettilng money by every




