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some time has passed since you have
heardbeard from the friendly islands and
winkingthinking your many readers who are
interested in missionary labors among
whom we have friends that time will
not permit writing personally to10

would desire to learn something further
I1 take this opportunity of writing you
and hope you will deem these lines
worthy of space in your paper

for the past lewfew monteas we have
hadbad very hot weather at christmas
and two or three weeks following it
was almost suffocating what little
wind there was came from the north
and while it was very damp often
bringing with it bbowers of rain it was
exceedingly warm and oppressive it
was the most sultry weather we navehave
bad since landing here in july 1891

there were alsoaleo heavy rains such as
we read about in new zealand during
the latter part of january and the first
week of the present month but at this
writing the regular southeast trade
wind laii again blowing and we hope
for some good weatherweathers so that travel-
ing will not be so disagreeable

since you last heard from us there
hasbaa been considerable cha igege in gov-
ernment offices the most important of
which was the resignation of hon
J VU and the appointment of
a man from to succeed him
this was done by the young king who
became dissatisfied with the manage-
ment of affairs and thought a change
would be for the better but the people
of TongaTongs tabu are not well satisfied
with what has been done the new
premier however is endeavoring to
show himself as being iniii favor of im-
provementpro by putting inila force in na-
tive fashionfashiODj which by the way
inia style the sanitary
clause of the law this of course
makes him unpopular among some
classes and I1 not think it brings
him much applause from the whites ap

living here I1 speak from my own
way of thinking and not from what I1
have beard others say while I1 am
in favor of good jawirwill and a strict en-
forcement of the same noao the people
will receive all the benefits of cleanli-
ness peace and good order I1 do not
like to see a mock made of everything
in that direction so that instead of it
being a benefit to the people it proves a
disadvantage for example wethe doo-
ryardmardofof every home must be swept and
cleanedeleaned every month but the
inside of the chauseschouses are not cleaned
from year to youryear and the
gmellamell of some of them tois very
jrerepulsive indeed the filth remains
inside the housebouse being covered from
time to time by a nownew coconut leaf
carpet thus decaying matter cleft in
dighe sleeping rooms to breed disease no

4 wondererthethe rate of decreasedecres lis very
heavy among abebe Tontongagansns

again itif one person tears the cloth-
ing of another whether with evil
intent or not he may be fined fitly
dollars and imprisoned three months
butbat a man can whip his wife because
she will not roll his cigarettes for him
and kick her out into the tand the
law does ilothot handle him the people
applaud him

there are those who think they

merit great praise for introducing
civilization so canedcalled and christianity
false and framing lawslawa for the na-

tives to be governed by but from all I1
can learn the people are in a much
worse condition than they were fifty
years ago sexual sins are not cur-
tailed in the heastandlea stand where nature took
its course formerly infamous crimes
are practiced now

modern alleged christiancyChristianty has
been among thia people for many yea re
and the result isin as described the
savior said ye shall know them by
their fruits etc in viewing the sit-
uation of the natives the only conclu-
sion we can come to is that the tree
which was planted manyMADY years ago
and which tois producing much fruit at
present isili not a good tree for the
truitfruit is evil it tois high time the true
gospel was introduced among the
natives and the precious truths that
were advocated by the apostles of old
taught them to prevent utter destruc-
tion

our progress seems to be rather slow
but we are working to the best of our
knowledge for the advancement of the
work of the lord we hold two meet-
ings every sabbath here toin mulamua
which by the way are not always
well attended then we travel from
village to village on this island hold-
ing meetings wherever we can and
testifying to the truth of the gospel to
all with whom we come in contact

the school which has now been
established for some time tois proving to
be a success andabd we have the pleasure
of enrolling a few more names occa-
sionallysionally the members are all males
but we hope to be able to get a class of
little girls assoni as the sisters become a
little more familiar wittiwith the natnativeI1 ve
language and have them taught ISOsew-
ing

w
knitting etc as well as bbook0ok

learning and gospel principles
foursomefor some three months sister luella

JR adams has been afflicted with some
kind of a disease in her feet and she is
abill unable to walk her appetite is also
very poor not being able to relish the
food we are obliged to eat in this
country but I1 think she is now on the
improve and will be around in a few
weeks

we have been called upon to record
the account of a sorrowful event in the
tongancoogan mission on the of janu-
ary sister margaret BR durham gave
birth to a girl baby but on account of
not being able to procure sufficient aid
at the proper time the little one died
and the mother was in a critical con-
dition when the nurse arrivedarrived all
the assistant in the neighborhood was
called in and everything was done
that could be done but it was not until
eight hours bad passed hwayaway that there
were any signs of her recovery and
then it was continual prayer and the
performance of the ordinance for the
healing of the sick that gave her relief
the whole of the night was spent in
watching and praying for her as well
as doing everything in our power for
her welfare next morning we made
preparations for the funeral and pre-
pared a place to bury the body of
the infant in one corner of our lot
but as it is unlawful to hold
a funeral without first making it
known to the mayor of the town we
went and informed him of our anten
toulou while he showed his willingness
for us to do as we desired he said he

was afraid it would not be satisfactory
to the miminister of lanuslands to make a nownew
cemetery sogo he dispatched a messen-
ger to to get the consent of
the governorI1

which was not obtained
then a portion of their buryingbury ing grounds
was given us and at 83 in the af-
ternoon the funeral was held there being
quite a concourse of natives present
the opportunity was taken advantage
of to explain to the natives the true
principles of redemption for children

at present sisterbister durham tois on
a fair way to recovery but she hasha
indeed hadbad a serious time of it and
nothing but the faith and prayers of
the elders has saved her life we are
all thankful to our heavenly father
for his blessings

trusting the faints will aid us with
their faith and prayers to surmount
the many obstacles placed in our way
soBO that truth may prevail I1 subscribe
myself as an earnest worker to thai
end

LABORS IN TENNESSEE

warren county
tennesseeTennee eee march 17 1894

I1 take liberty of addressing a few linesline
for publication if considered worthy
of such notice we are getting along
nicely and are enjoying the blesblessingtosingo
of godgoa in our labors we were called
to open up a new field of labor in this
county and we find very many that
never beard 14a mormon asaa they terraterm
them preach those who have heard
them have camecome here from other partsparte
there are many queries put to us in
regard to our doctrine and a general
interest is manifested to hearbear usue we
are successful luin getting housesbouses to
creaco in with some exceptions

we called recently UuponD a gentleman
by the name of mr mortwright near
here who hasbas charge of the christian
or Campbelltte church he said hohe
would see his members and give us an
answer inside of two days we waited
uuntila til the time was fully epand it being
sunday and we holding services in a
school house near the church at 11

am we went to hisbis church at 2 pm
after its close nehe called us out to one
side and said with all kindness and
respect to us he was afraid to let usua
have the house to preach in urging
that hisbis was a young church and it
would cause contusionconfusion and perhaps
break up the body he also said he
hoped we would not holdbold or harbor
any feeling against him for this we
told him oh no certainly not this
we would not think of doing in any
case espeespecially asas he was so frank in
giving us to0 o understand that his doodoc
brinestrines would not stand the light of
truth afraid of two poor weak mor-
tals like us preaching the plain and
simple plan of salvation as god dictates
it by his holy spirit

there are many good kind
hospitable people in this part of
tennessee ggoodbod churchgoingchurch going people
starving for the eternal truths of salva-
tion the minesterminmini lsterstem of the day do not
feed them to their satisfaction there
tois something wanting by the great
majority something tangible with
foundation and sound neek but many
lack courage to face the world in leav-
ing the tutor of their family faith and
enlisting in the great and only plan of
salvation whereby man bancan entilaantor into
godgodsgodaa kingdom they listen to out


