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Writien for this Paper.

FROM THE FRIENDLY ISLANDS,

Mu*ta, ToNnGaATARU, TONGA,
February 12, 1894,

Some time bas passed since you bhave
heard from the Friendly Islands, and
thinking your many readers who are
interested in missionary labors. among
whom we bhave friends that time will
pof permit us writing personaily to,
svould desire to learn something further,
I take this opportunity of writing you
and bope you will deem lbese lines
worthy o! space in your paper,

For the past jew montns we have
had very bot weather. At Christines
and two or three weeks following, it
was almost suffocating. What little
wind there was came from the north,
and while it was very damp, often
bringing with it showers of raln, it was
exceedingly warm and oppressive. It
was the most eullry weather we nave
had since landing here in July, 1891,
There were also heavy rains, such as
we read about in New Zealand, during
the latter parl of January and the first
week of the present month; but at this
writing the rezular soutbeast trade
wiud Is again blowing and we hope
for some good westher, so that travel-
ing will not be so disagreeable.

Since you last heard from ua, there
has been considerable chaige in gov-
eroment offices, the most Important of
which wns the resignation of Hon.
J. U. Tukuaho and the appointment of

a man from Vava’u to succeed him. |-

This waa done by the young king, who
became dissatisfied with the marnage-
ment of affalra and thought a cbange
would be tor the better; but the prople
of Tongstabu are not well satisfied
with what has been Jone. The new
premier, however, is endeavoring lo
show himaelf a8 being in favor of im-
provement, by putting in force (in na-
tive fashion, which, by tte way,
is haphazaru style) the sanitary
clause of the law., This of course
muakea him unpopular among some
clagses, and I 4o pot think It brings
him much applause from the *‘whites”
living here. [ speak from my own
way of thinking end oot from what I
have heard others say. While I am
in favor of good laws and a stricl en-
forcement of the same, so the people
will receive all the benefits of cleanli-
ness, peace and good order, I do not
like to see & mock made of everything
in that direction so that instead of it
being a benefit to the people it proves a
disadvantage. For example, the dour-
ward of every bome must be awept and
oleaned every month, but the
inside of the ;houses are not cleaned
from year to year; and the
smell of some of them s veory
repulsive indeed. The flith remalns
inside the bouge, being covered from
time to time by & Dnew cocCanul-leaf
carpet, Thus decaying matter isleft in
the sleeping rooms to breed diseass. No
wonder the rate of decreaselis very
heavy among the Tungana,

Again, if one person tears the cloth-
ing of auwother, whether with evil
jntent or not, hbe may be fined @ity
doliars and imprisoned three months;
but a man oar whip his wife pecanse
she will not rol} his cigarettes for him,
and Eiek ber out into tne streef,and the
law does not baodle bim; the people
applaud him.

There are those who think they

—_

merit great praise for introducing
civilization (eo ¢alled) and Christianily
(falee), and traming laws for the na-
tives to be governed by, but from ajll L
oan learn the people are in a much
worse condition than they were fifty
years ago. BSexual sins are not cur-
tailed inthe least.and where nature took
its course formerly, infamous crimes
are practiced now.

Modern alleged Christlanty has
beenamong this people for many years,
and the reeult is as describes. The
Bavior said, ““Ye shall know them by
their fruits,** et¢, In viewing the sit-
uation of the natives the only conclu-
sion we can come Lo ia that the tree
which was planted many years ago
and which is producing mueh fruit at
prezent, is not *‘‘a good tree,’’ for ‘‘ihe
trait is evil.?” It s liigh time the true
Gospel was introduced among the
natives and the preclous truths that
were advocated by the Aposties of old
taught them, to prevent utter desiruc-
tion.

Qur progress seems Lo be rather slow,
but we are workiLg t0 the best of our
kuowledye for the ad vancement of the
work of the Lord. We bold two meet-
inge every Sabbath bhere in Mu'a,
which, by the way, are not alwaye
well attended. Then we travel from
viilage to village oun thijs isiand, holu-

ing meetings wherever we can, and

testitying to the truth of the -Gospel to
all with whom we come in contact,
The echcol which bhas vow been
established fer some time, is proving to
be a success and we bhave the pleasure

of enrolling a few more names ooca-

sionally. The members are ail males,
but we hidpe to be able to get a class of
littlegiris assonn as the siaters become a
little more familiar with tbe native
language, and have them taugnt sew-
ing, Eknitting, etc,, as well as book
learning and Gospel principles.

Forsome three months Bister Liuella
R. Adsms haa bern afflicted with soms
kind of a disease ip her feet and she ia
etill unable to walk; her appetile 18 alao
very poot, not being able to relish the
food we are obliged to eatin this
counlry; but I thiok she is now on the
improve and will be arbund in a few
weeks, -

We have been called upon to regord
the agcount of a sorrowful event in the
Toungan mission. On the 26th of Janu-
ary Slster Margaret R, Durbam gave
birth to a girl baby, but on account of
not being able to procure sufliclent ald
al the proper tinte the little one died
and the mother was In s critical con-
Jditivn when the nurse arrived, All
the assistange in the meighborbood was
called iu and everything was done
that could be done; but it was pot until
elght hours had passed away that there
were any signe of her recovery; and
then it was continua] prayer and the
performance of the ordinance forthe
hesling of the sick that gave her relief,
‘The whole of the night was spent in
watching and praying for her, as well
ag dolng everythiog in our power for
ber welfare. Next morning we made
preparations for the {funeral and pre-
pared a place to bury the body of
tbe infant in one corner of our lot,
but as it is unlawful to hold
a funeral without first making it
Enown (o the mayor of the town, we
went and informed him of our inten-
lou., While he showed his willingness
for us to do as we desired, he said he

was afraid it would not be satisfactory
to the minister of jands to make s new
cemetery; so he dispatched a messen-
ger to Nukunalofa to get the consent of
the governor, which was not obtained.
Then a portion of their burying grounds
wasgiven us, and at 3o’clock io the af-
ternoon theiuneral was held,there being
quite a concourse of nalives present.
The opportunity was taken advantage
of to explain lo the natives the true
principles of redemption for chiidren..

At present Sister Durham is on
a falr way to recovery;but she han
indeed bhad a serious time of it, and
nothing but the faith apd prayersof
the Elvers has saved her life, We are
all thankful to our Heavenly [ather
for His blessings,

Trusting the Saints will aid ns with
their faith apd prayers to surmount
the mauy obstaclea placed in our way,.
#0 that truth may prevail, I subscribe
myself ag an earneat worker to thai.
end, KoaU BUKUBUKU.

LABORS IN TENNESSEE-

MCMINNVILLE, Warten countly,
Tenneesee, March 17, 1894,

I take liberty of addressing a few linea
for publication if considered worthy.
of such notice. We are getting rlong
nicely, and are enjoying the blessinge.
of Goa in our labors. We were called
to open up a new field of Iabor in this
county, and we find very many that
never heard Mormon, as they lerm
tbem, preach. Those who have heard
them have come here from olher parts.
There are many queries put 1o us in
regard to our doctrine and a generai
interest is manifested to hear ue. We
‘are suoccessful in geiting houses to.
preach in with some exceplions,

We called recently upon & gentleman
by the name of Mr. Cartwright, near
‘here, who has charge of the Chriatian
or Campbellite church, He said he
would see bhls members and give us an
answer inside of two days. We waited
unti] the time wasafully up,and it being”
Sunday and we holding services in u.
school house near the church at Il
8.Mm., we went to bia church at 2 p.m..
After ila close ne called us out to one
aide and said with all kindness and
regpect ' to us he was afraid to let ua
have Lhe house to preagh in, urging
that bhis was a young ohurch and it
would cause confusion and perbaps
break up the body. He also said he
hoped wWe would not bold or harbor
any feeling against bim for this. We.
ioid him, Oh Do, certainly nol; this
we would not think of delpg in any
case, especlally as he was 6o frank In.
giving us lo understend that his doo=
trines would not stapnd the light of
truth—afraid of two poor, weak mor-
tala like us preaching the plain and
simple plan of salvatlon as (God dictayes.
it by Bis Holy Spirit..

There ares many good, kind,.
hospitable people in this part of
Tennessese—good church-going people.
starving for the eternal truthes of salvas
tion, The ministers of the day do not
feed them to thelr satisfaction, Thers
is romething wanting by the great
majority—something tangible, with
foundation and soundpess; but maoy
lack courage to fagce the world in leav-
ing the tutor of their famjly faith and
enlisting In the great and cnly plan of
salvatlon whereby man can enter into
God’s Kingdom.. They listen to our




